










People
to Know
Mike Kennedy, executive
director of the Downtown
Development Authority
of Bradenton, the agency
that is charged with
revitalizing downtown.
One businessman
describes Kennedy as a
sharp guy who knows
how to build consensus,
a skill he needs to win
grants, finalize contracts
and attract new business
to the city. In Kennedy's
previous jobs, he was
executive director of
Manatee County Habitat
for Humanity; before
that he was director of
Florida operations for the
Pittsburgh Pirates.

• Johnette Isham, exec­
utive director of Realize

Bradenton, a new program
that "promotes downtown
Bradenton as a great place
to live, work, play, visit and
invest." Isham, a former
hard-working vice presi­
dent at Ringling College
of Art and Design, comes
to this position with 30
years of experience in edu­
cational, government and
corporate settings.

• Sherod Halliburton

is the enthusiastic
and friendly executive
director of Bradenton
Central Community
Redevelopment Agency,
which has the "goals
of rehabilitation and
economic development
of neglected and blighted'
neighborhoods." The
CCRA's targeted areas are
between Sixth Street West
and 27th Street East.

• Susie Walters is a widely
admired community
activist who served as
founding president of
Manatee County Habitat
for Humanity and is
now president of the
Community Coalition for
the Homeless. She is also
vice president of the board
of Realize Bradenton and
a hospital Eucharistic
minister at Saints Peter
and Paul the Apostles
Catholic Church.

• Chris Pennewill, vice
president at Whitney
Bank and chairman of
the Manatee Chamber
of Commerce, has
been in banking for 20
years, seven of them in
Bradenton. He serves on
the board of the South
Florida Museum.

• Wayne Poston, mayor

of Bradenton since 2000
and former executive
editor of The Bradenton

Herald, knows how to
engage people to move
his objectives forward.
He is a big booster of the
community but would like
to see more diversification
in the local economy and
more skilled workers.

• Linda Bronkema is
president of the Artists
Guild of Manatee, the
nonprofit group that
oversees Bradenton's
Village of the Arts, the
largest artist colony on the
Gulf Coast, which currently
includes about 35 galleries/
studios/businesses.
Bronkema displays her art
quilts and other artworks
in a shop that she calls Bits
& Pieces.•
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